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Welcome to the railroad
adventure of a lifetime—a
356 mile journey past some i % B AT B gl W A
Ofﬂu’ world’s most spec- b o i .. - TR --..r.IT Wit dan N = i -T".;‘j:-;t;l
tacular scenery. Aboard the i SETE = '
most luxurious train ever to
roll in North America—the
magnificent Midnight Sun
» . We invite you to sit |
\"back, relax and enjoy Tour
Alaska’s special brand of
hospitality.

The Life And Times Of The
Alaska Railroad 2
The Last Amerncan Streamiiner 2

“PRIVATE RAILCARS.
STATUS SYMBOLS OF THE 19008

ers (AAPRCO). Today the group Nas grown
Over 2 <-paving members wWho own
ind operate Over 15 ;'F'-.l‘.l' railcars in North
T
privale Car leasing service Tour Alaska 1S proud 1o be 2 member ol
AAPRCO, and to offer you the comifort and hux

Between 1890 and 1929, the private railcar busi
ness boomed. Then it crashed with the stock
market, Private railcar construction came 10 an
abrupt halt. And the fickle rich switched alle

ury of your own private railcar—the Midnight

Sun Express. Enjoy!
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old! Its 1898 discovery in
the Yukon inspired the
first dreams of building an
Alaska railroad. Its purpose
was to connect the rich min-
ing districts of the Interior with the ice-
free ports of Southcentral Alaska. Disco-
veries of rich copper and coal deposits
sparked still further interest, instigating
the formation of the Alaska Central
Railroad.

A shaky beginning. The Alaska Central
chose Seward as its terminus. The plan
was 1o build a route from this seaport
north to the Tanana Valley. But staggering
construction costs and the failure of the
railroad's principal bank in the 1907
panic forced the road into receivership
after laying only 51 miles of track. Reor-
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ganized as the Alaska Northern Railway
Company, it laid an additional 21 miles of
track to Kerr Creek on Turnagain Arm. But
funds ran out once more.

High freight costs, difficult northern
construction and a lack of traffic stymicd the

 these obstacles would be one built and oper-
¢ U.S. Government.

President Taft for help. Through an act of the
U.S. Congress on August 24, 1912, a Railroad
Commission was appointed to examine the
problems in Alaska.
A second act, approved in March 1914,
authorized the routes for Territory railroad
lines to connect the southern coast of Alaska

| Railroad. From Seward, the route extended
| 412 miles north o what is now the town of

q‘ TR on the “Government
| Railroad" in 1915 and continued for nearly a

o 53

railroad. It had become obvious that the only
railroad with sufficient resources to overcome

e

" row Wilson announced the chosen route—the
the Alaska Northern

| decade. On July 15, 1923, President Warren G.
| Harding drove the golden spike, signifying the

$35 million over budget! Partially due to high
prices during and after World War I, the origi-
nal construction appropriation of $35 million
was not enough. Even though there were no
wasted funds, the Alaska Railroad cost a stag-
gering $70 million, Even at that, much of the
construction was temporary and required
expensive finish work on railbeds and
structures.

“Requests for further funding were ignored
by the Appropriations Commitiee. Budgets
were cut. And the original purpose of the
Alaska Railroad (1o develop the Territory) was
forgotten, Federal inspectors declared Alaska
worthless. Some even recommended scrap-
ping the line akogether!

The big boost. The colonization of the
Matanuska Valley Farm community in the
1930s gave the Alaska Railroad the shot in the
arm it needed. In 1935, the railroad helped the
Federal Emergency Relief Administration bring
over 200 “*colonist family farmers™” to the
Palmer area.

Another boost in business resulted from
the building of the Mt. McKinley Park Hotel,

But it was World War Il that really spear-
headed the growth of the Alaska Railroad.

The demands of wartime freight were over-
whelming. With the help of the 714th Railroad
Operating Battalion, Alaska Railroad civilian
crews worked to expand the railroad,
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night Sun Express are by far the most
luxurious cars on the Alaska Rail-
road—the last two cars of the summer
train service between Anchorage,
Denali National Park and Fairbanks,
and the only ones with vista dome view-
ing throughout. .
But the coaches coupled on the train
ahead share a colorful history worth
noting.

Most are ex-Union Pacific coaches,
domes and diners that ran on such

The Life And Times Of |

The Alaska Railroad ‘

To safeguard the flow of military
supplies, equipment and personnel
from Tidewater 1o Anchorage and
Fairbanks, a branch called the Whittier
Cut-Off was constructed under the
supervision of the Engineer Corps of
the War Department. The
line runs from Whittier on Prince
William Sound to Portage Station. It is
124 miles long and includes two
mountain wnnels—one 13,000 feet
long and another 4,910 feet long. The
construction of the Cut-Off shortened
the distance from Tidewater to Fair-
banks by 51.5 miles, and connected

the railroad with ocean vessels at two

terminal ports: Seward and Whittier,
After the war, a2 construction boom

further fucled the Alaska Railroad

~  business. Much of the line was up-
graded. Old equipment was retired, and new
terminal facilities were buile.

Then the Big ‘Quake hit. On Good Friday,
March 27, 1964 the railroad suffered $27 mil-
lion in damages in just 5% minutes! Of 536
miles of track, 186 were damaged. But even a
devastating ‘quake couldn't stop the Alaska
Railroad now. Within a week, service between
three-weeks, the trains were once again rolling
into Whittier.

The Railroad continued to grow. The build-
ing of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline (1974-1977),
once again created a freight boom with moun-
tains of material and pipe rolling north over
the Alaska Railroad.

A change in ownership. In January 1985, after
almost three years of negotiations, the Federal
Railway Administration turned operating
authority over to the Alaska Railroad Corpora-
tion. The State of Alaska paid the U.S. Govern-
ment $22.3 million for the railroad, which is
now operated as a private business enterprise.

What are future possibilities for the rail-
road? One idea, which has been the dream of
northern industrialists since Alaska's earliest
days, is to build a *rail extension”’

Alaska with Canada and the Lower '48, form-
ing the last true transcontinental railroad.
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The Last American Streamliner

THE ALASKA RAILROAD, A TRAIN OF FAMOUS COACHES

The private full dome cars of the Mid- ™ trains as the **City of Los Angeles”

and the **Portland Rose’’.

Some are the stainless steel coaches
from Southern Railway's ‘‘Southern
Crescent’’ train. Others once ran on
the *‘California Zepher"" between
Chicago, Denver and San Francisco
over the Burlington, Rio Grande and
Western Pacific railroads.

With the addition of the Tour Alaska
full domes from Milwaukee Road’s
ﬁlmﬂlls‘ uolympian HJ'GWHI. u‘m
ice, the Alaska Railroad quite ﬁgeruﬂjr
represents the ‘last great American
streamliner."’
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he luxurious railears of Tour
Alaska's Midnight Sun Express
may look as if they were con-
structed in the 19808, But behind
their luxurious appointments is
a IIinmry of over %() years of railroading,

They were originally built in 1952 for
the Milwaukee Road by the Pullman
Standard Company of Ilinols,

Only ten such cars were ever con
structed, But they were the biggest and
best of them all

They were the largest and heaviest
dome cars ever designed, Each car
weighed 205 000 pounds, The largest
truck sets (wheels) ever built for a pass-
enger car were specially designed o
carry this weight

At 625 square feet, the dome arca
comprised the largest single panes of
curved glass ever manufactured,

And they were the most expensive railcars
in the world—a staggering £320,000 for each
Cir,

The Milwaukee Road aptly named them the
VSuper Domes'" and began service in 1953,
running feom Chicago o the West Coast on
the railroad’s transcontinental train: The
Olymplan Hiawacha, In 1961, the Olymplan
Hiawatha train was discontinued, and six
of the ten cars were sold to the Canadian
National Railways in 1964, The remaining four
domes were transferred o the Chicago-Min-
neapolis/St. Paul run until the Amtrak take-
aver of U85, rail service in 1971,

Rolling proud In Canada, Canadian National
Railways restored the lower level lounges and
renamed the cars afier endeared Canadian
placenames:

(50)) 2400 Jasper
(53) 2401 Athabasca
(54) 2402 Yellowhead

(56) 2403 Uraser
{51) 2404 Qu Apelle
(52) 2405 Columixia

2‘( pome

;“re-_-nw.rnk.-.'iuﬂ, i A'? night S

danoramic,’

The cars were first used on the ™I
and Later on the “"Super Continental ' service
between Winnipeg and Vancouver, In 1972 the
domes were renumbercd 2700-2705.

VIA Rail Canada then operated the domes
until the Super Continental was discontinued
in 1982, In late 1983, four of the cars were sold
1o Mr, Jahn 13, Baldwin, a San Franciseo equip-
mient dealer, The (ifth was sold (0 2 Winnipeg
scrapyard, The sixth car was retained, pend-
ing decision on disposition,

The plight of the cars. By 1984, the Super
Dome family of ten was widely dispersed, but
not forgotten, Interested parties had new plans
lor the cars,

In February 1984, Thomas G, Rader, Presi-
dent of Tour Alaska, Inc., purchased two of
Baldwin's four cars, No, 2705 was brought
1o Seattle from Vancouver, B.C. via freight
service,

Number 2703 was resurrected from storage
in the Midwest and brought to Seactle behind
Amtrak's Empire Builder

A third car, Number 2702, was located in
the Winnipeg serapyard, damaged beyond

Sprague of Cincinnati, Ohio. His Railway

repralr alter helng rolled by a bulldozer,
This car was purchased for paris, strip-
ped and dismantled on sice,

When VIA Rail Canada auctioned
their final dome, Rader successfully bid
for the car, and also brought it wo Seartle
for restoration.

New homes for Amitrak carg, The
Amirak domes were pulled from service
in 1979, And although they had been
paorly cared for, their auction artracied
A good deal of interest,

One hlll!t‘l'lll)llll’ |](‘L".II][(' A resaarant
in Portland, Oregon,

A second car went to [, Howard
Blackburen, an Indignapolis physician
and raileoad enthusiast, who refurbished
his dome and uses it woday o regular
excursion train service,

The third was purchased by Richard

Exposition Company rebullt it, and today
leases it out on Amitcak and excursion line
service,

e fourth unic was purchased by Diesel
Traction Corporation of Port Arthur, Texas
and was designated as their DTCX 1,

Rader Ler purchased the IYTCXK 1, and
moved e car W Seattle, (s rucks were used
under Tour Alaska's TATX 7090),)

Taur Alaska now owned four of the super
domes, They were all at Pacific Car & Foundry,
And the painstaking task of restoring them
began.

Three of the cars were stripped to the floor-
hoards, and lovingly restored with elegant fab-
rics, fixtures and furnishings, including 1,400
pounds of gleaming brass trim in each new
car. (The fourth car was retained [or parts, )

Inall, over 25 separaie subconiractons were
involved in the restoration. The total cost; A
well-spent 814 million.

The superdomes return to the limelight, On
May 26, 1984, the first Tour Alaska private full-
dame car rolled out of Anchorage over the
Alaska Railroad, Tour Alaska had successfully
returned the big domes to the limelight, Only
now they were better than ever before—the
most luxurious railears ever to roll in North
America,




HOME IN THE SNOI

(Sung to the tune of

Ob give me a bome
between Fairbanks and Nome
where the moose and

the caribou pla)
Where nothing will grou
canse i1's covered with snou
from fune 'til the following May

Home, bome in the snou
where it's mld when it's
forty belou
It’s the tundra for me
by the old Bering Sea
and the life of a
gay sourdough.

(Lyricist unknown
by the “oral tradition

passed on
from

musician (o musician)

1. What is the population of Alaska?
2. Apart from Canada. what country is
nearest Alaska?

3. What three bodies of water bound
Alaska?

4. Of the 20 mountains in the
United States, how many are in

- 3
major system in North America
10 be explored?

6. Alaska’s land area is one-fifth the size
dhruldhlkﬂhdﬂume

ST Iimr m(huﬂn.llum
nﬂum-lheNuﬂh

two Southeastern
accessible by

mmm

city for railroad workers in 19147
10, mtmmdﬂﬂmm

Corps of Ihn({

eight months?
11. What is the Alaska state flower?
12, What is the Alaska state bird?

Haome on the Range
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SUPER NAMES FOR THE
SUPER DOMES

When Tour Alaska firsi purchased the private dome
cars of the Midnight Sun Exprexs, they were known by
numbers only: The TAIX 7090- 7092

Bur Tour Alasker President, Tom Rader, 4
names were more meaningful than numbers g
appropriately suggested that the domes be rumlrr.f for
grear Alaska peaks

During the dedicanion ceremonies on July 6, 1984,
Alaska s Governor Bill Sheffield renamed the dome
cars

The TAIX 7090 was christened Mr. McKinley

afier North America’s tallest peak, McKinley, at

The TAIX 7091 was christened Mr. Susima, after a

Anchorage. (Also known as the *'Sleeping Lady"’, this
runge resembles the profile of a reclining woman. )

The TAIX 7092, which arrived 100 late for the cere- o
maonies, was later named Mi. Forraker, after the sec

ond highest peak (17,400 feet) in Denali Park

20,320 feer. ki

prominert mountain range across Cook Inlet from —

ALASKA
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s Ay R | Chum, Pink and Silver salmon. During the

through craggy mountain passes | salmon run (three weeks in July and August),

o . - . | you can actually see these brightly colored fish
snake along banks ! from the train as you cross the scries of bridges

scenic rivers, you'll see some of

ik g e | | in Indian River Canyon. The up-country fresh-
- e 1Mm“|] g water lakes are abundant with lake trout and
world uctor thcmmm}..*m . Arctic grayling, a distant relative of the trout
mmﬂmm;@ﬂmwmmw o | Beaver. You'll see lots and lots of their dams
Midnight Express some and lodges in the flar, marshy muskeg areas

idea of the history of the area between Anchor-

age, Denali National Park and Fairbanks, £ *THE R/ YOAT and occasionally 2 beaver itself (they ‘re
But you're also going to see an abundance of ;\L( )N(\ J I Iﬂ} - l\, I\”_i\( 1‘\1 ) and quick 1o submerge underwater) Ir':a:‘:r\
unusual flora and fauna. Literally hundreds of are especially abundant near Honolulu (Mile
different varicties of wildflowers and specics Alder, Birch, Aspen, Cottonwood. You'l | 288.7) and Hurricane Gulch (Mile 284 .2),
of wildlife make Alaska's Interior their home fined these varieties in mixed stands. Alder is where they have built massive lodges, some
And while you won't see all of them, there are especially prominent along streams and rivers padsingg
some that are especially prominent. Here's a cottonwood, along the low-lying valley of Sus Black Bear. Soon after spring breakup
quick rundown of what you can surely expect itna. In the light summer breezes, the leaves of and through mid-summer, black bear are
o see. these deciduous trees turn and twinkle in the trequently sited along the Susitna River
Lupine. This purple-blue flower is among the soft light. In the fall, their leaves turn brillian Caribou. At Broad Pass (Mile 304.3) and
showiest of Alaska's wildflowers. Watch for it gold, splashing the landscape with a burst of Summit (Mile 312.5), your chances of seeing
everywhere, especially on the hillsides sur- color. wandering herds of caribou are excellent—all
rounding the Alaska Railroad. Black Spruce. Deep in the Interior, you'll see summer long. Truly a spectacle as they lift
Fireweed. This popular Alaska flower acquired spindly, scraggy evergreen conifers that look their elegant racks from the green brush or
its name for two reasons. First, because of like they ‘Il never make it. The Bact is, many of tundra and trot along with their heads held
its brilliant purple-pink color; and second, these four-foot tall midgets are nearly 100 high
because it is the first vegetation to appear in years old, and are among the few plants that Dall Sheep. Watch for their delicate creamy
the North Country after a forest fire. Blooms can grow in the muskeg and permafrost of the silhouettes delincated against the dark : |
in july and August, Interior. Russian explorers nicknamed the foothills of the Alaska Range and along |
Willow. You'll see lots of this wispy tree, Interic »l. after .lh"m —Taiga, meaning “land the Nenana River Canyon
especially near the town of Willow (Mile of the little sticks. ™’ | Moose, Watch for these giants all along the |
185.7), which takes its name from the sur- Fish. Wondering what fish are in them thar way—from Anchorage to Fairbanks. You'll |
countryside vegetation. lakes and rivers? In the watershed of the Sus- spot them grazing on lush vegetation in ponds; |
itna River and iis tributaries are King, Red, and in willow and alder thickets, munching on
the tender new growth
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SCHEDULE|) GIFT SHOP Zxsssstuo
Depart Anchorage 8:30am :
S‘.@ at Denah Park 2351]1‘['1 ;!;ge?::agf;g;" Express Please send me (guantity) |

Arrive Fairbanks 6:0( )[!]'I] These stylish caps in Tour Alaska Blue ‘M “l'"'-‘l_h [. 5“’11 _h-\_l1‘“ = 1PII-II!\L- LJII:':;:I
are decorated with a distinctive patch SO t-':J"‘ t" “*s ose my che

Fairbanks 10:30am of the Tour Alaska Private Railroad money order for ——

; Dome Cars, and sport gold

St(p at Denali Park lSSpm “scrambled eggs” on the brim. One ¥ oo
A i \ ] 8: G size fitsall. Please mail to:

Name
Tour Alaska is a major Alaska tour oper- #10,00-cach

ator, offering eight spectacular cruise ships to Address
the Great Land; plus 28 Alaska cruise tours,
each featuring a ride on the Midnight Sun

. Our big, beautiful 68-page brochure
tells all. For a free copy, see your travel agent
or call 1-800-835-8907, toll free,

City, State




GENERAL INFORMATION

L wmmmmsumimmm
sma of luggage per person and should be able
1o fit beneath your seat. All other luggage should be
checked as instructed on your itinerary page for the
specific day of travel. We ask your cooperation in this
regard so that we may serve you in optimum comfort,
When preparing to board the train, please exercise
caution. Do not approach train or attempt boarding
until given instructions by the Tour conductor.
Please board railcar with traveling partner(s) if you
wish to sit together. Seating is not reserved but

is available on a first-come basis. All seating is

in railcar dome.

A smoking section is provided at the rear of each car
on the dome level, leaving the front section of the
dome as a non-smoking area. For the comfort of other
guests, we allow cigarette smoking only. We ask that
you kindly refrain from smoking in the lower level
dining room.

Each car is equipped with restrooms located at either
end on the lower level.

Window shades have been installed for your traveling
comfort. These ‘‘conductor shades™ are best posi-
tioned by our experienced Tour Alaska crew mem-
bers. Please ask for assistance if you desire fo raise

or lower your shades.

Sit back, relax and enjoy unsurpassed viewing of the
“Great Land" in luxurious surroundings. To further
enhance your travel with us on the *‘Midnight Sun
Express”’, your favorite cocktail or beverage may be
purchased from our bar on the dome level. In our
lower level dining room we also offer a variety of
affordable and appetizing entrees. Train meals are not
meluded in tour package except for “ Bestof Afaska’'
escorted groups.

Meal Hours:

a. 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Brunch Northbound

b. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Brunch Southbound

¢. 4:00 p.m.—start serving Dinner Southbound
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FAIRBANKS—"Capital of the Interior.” Began in 1901 as a trading post,
became a mining center the next Named for U S, Senator
President Charles W. F-mmsnl} o

COLLEGE—Location of the University of Alaska-Fairbanks
Wﬂﬂﬂ—umd Alaska agrcultural expenmental

DUNBAR—A1 one time trains ked from here to northermn mining districts.
Winter temperatures of -70 degrees have been recorded

"MEARS MEMORIAL BRIDGE " —This 700-400t steal structure over the
Tanana was named for the buikder of the railroad and is one of the longest
single span bridges in the workd. On July 15, 1923, Presdent Harding
drove the golden spike on the north end of the bridge to mark the comple-
tion of the railroad

NENANA—Oniginally an Indian village, Nenana became a base for ral-

road construction in 1916. It is at the confluence of the Nenana and

Tanana Rivers and is a major center for river transportation

CLEAR—A military station and earty waming site

FERRY—Trails lsad eas! from here to mining areas.

USIBELLI TIPPLE—Industry track serving coal loading tipple. Alaska
has vast coal fields whose development is stimulated by a growing export
market 1o the Onent

HEALY—A four-mile branch line runs east to the Healy River gnite coal

mines. Large black coal seams are visible from Healy. South of Healy the

railroad passes through the namow, twisting Nenana Canyon

DENAL! PARK —You are at the entrance to Denali National Park. North

of the stalion you can see the McKinkey Chalet complex and from the

station, the Denali Park Station Hotal bridge over Riley Creek is the

sacond highest on the Alaska Railroad Route

OLIVER—Named in memaory of Thomas Oliver, an engineering depart-

ment employee of the railroad. Normally, this is where the summer

express rains meet

CANTWELL—A small community al the junction of the Denali and Parks
» . 1ts economy iS supported by highway business, tourism and

government activity.

SUMMIT —A continental divide, alevation 2,363 fi. Rivers north of here

empty into the Bering Sea and rivers south empty into the Pacific Ocean

BROAD PASS—Southemn end of a wide, treeless pass which is a major
route from the south to the north side of the Alaska Range
COLORADO—A road here goes wes! 1o coal and gold mines.

HONOLULU—This is the hall-way point between Anchorage and Fair-
banks. Two miles south is an old suspension bridge over the Chulitna
River once used by prospectors.

HURRICANE GULCH—The bridge is 918 feet long and 296 feet above
the creek. Highes! bridge point on the Alaska Railroad

The mountain Denali (M. McKinley) is only 46 miles from the tracks at
this point.

CURRY—Originally, the passenger train went from Seward to Fairbanks,
@ two day trip. Curry was mid-way, and there was a hotel here for over-
night stays.

If the weather cooperates, here is one of the best views of the mountain
Denali (Mt. McKinley). You are looking across the Susitna River.

TALKEETNA—This is the take-off point for most expeditions climbing
Denali. It has an FAA-operated flight service station. The Susitna

Chulitna and Talkeetna Rivers join here, Msawmrmm-

ing with the main irbanks highway. It is a major interior cen-
ter for hunting, fishing and mining activity.

A panoramic view of Denali, Mt Humaranum Foraker from this point
‘You are looking across the Susitna River.

'Smmmmﬂemmm1MOHQStM|m
mmmwmum Built in 191415, the log shed was
1o house horses and mules during railroad construction,

NANCY—Nancy Lake is on the west. This is the beginning of a popular
recreation area extending from here to Wasilla. s

WASILLA—A hub of roads fan out from here to farms, fishing areas,
mﬁamlmdmnss Wasilla Lake, acmss#mwwhmﬂn

mudmm:\gmmm is one of
Alaska's fastes! growing communities, an easy commute from
Anchorage.

HATANLBK&—o\mpragrmhwda!aalnNm Growing season is
120 days with a maximum of 19 hours of record cabbage was
weighed in at B6 Ibs.! Much of the agricult raalsgmnguwlow
dential areas as the population moves this way from the Anchorage area.
EKLUTNA—Site of Russian Orthodox Church and native cemetery.

ANCHORAGE—Alaska's largest city, established in 1915 as a construc-
hbﬂnﬂhﬂuﬂaﬁaﬁﬂmﬂd.w

TAhﬁmnsamprAlaslmqurawr offering

speclamhrcnusaslupswdt&wm plus 28

r:lmscmrs each featuring a ride on the

Sun Express. Our big, beautiful 68-page brochure tells all.
For a free copy, see your travel agent or call

, toll free.
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