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Anchorage, August 1h, 1947
File: 010,27

COLOWEL J, P. JOHNSON:

Attached, hereto, is 2 copy of investigation with Engineer W, A,
Swith of Train No. 5, July 15, when they struck an Army vehicle
at road crossing at Whitney, and also statement of Archie Peers,
driver,

This investigation of driver of vehicle stopped at road crossing
and then started across the track just as the engine reached
the crossinge.
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- - Anchorage, Alaska
July 30, 1 9 4 7

File 010,27

The following is statement from Mr. ¥, &, Smith, Zngineer of Train No.5,

ine 1000 Jduly 15, 1947 from “urry to anchorage. This engine struck immy

truck &t road crossing at Vhitney at 10:35 P, July 15, 1947.

‘uestions by iir. J. T. Cunninchan, answers by lr, . 4.
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iir, Smith, were you Zpgineer on Train Ho.5 from Surry to anchorage July 135,
19077 ‘

Yes, sir,

bUig your train strike a truck a2t the road crossing at Ynitney Station
Ies, sir. '

- L S £ AR g I
‘hat time ¢1d this occury
1035 ..

“

+HE them
before coming o the Crossing.
Yes your nead 1isht burning when approaching thils crossing?
izg, sir.
I7 the vieather was clear winy 24id you have your head
For the reason that trucks fly across the crossing s
drivers could ses the engine approaching - just as a2

4id you sound your engine whistle when approaching this crossing?
d

¥id you carry the last blast of the walstle out until you had reached the
crossing.
tio, sir, I did not, I had kicked the air off,

o
»
z

dow far away wers you when the last blast of the whistle was sounded
: + !
b

sas the engine vell ringing?
Tes, sir,
“hat was your Iirst knowledge of striking the truck?
Just as L gobt across the road crossing the Fireman sald '"plug her.”
oy
e -
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G Jid you see the truck at any time?
: 1 4id not.
: The truck, then, approached the ¢rossing on the left hand side
: Tes, sir.

(2%}

“: How far did you go after you struck the truck before you came to a full stop?
: Sevenby-iive yards. I did not plug her, I made a service application. Tne
Fireman told re to plug her the second time but I went into emergency.

~:  Uid you know the occupants of the car?
4: No, sir.

How many were there in the car?
I was ©cld that there were two.

it Uid you examine the truck or vehicle?
. : I )

The right front tire was off the rear of the truck., I did not examine it.

T3 Yid you notice whether the driver bad his window up or down?

At Ho, sir, I 4id not notice. The door was open when 4 saw it.

%:  The door on the driver's side?

~: Tss, sir. The Fireman talked with the driver of the truck and asked him -

“vou were stopped, why did you go ahead?™ The driver of the truck said,
"I do not know." ‘

s D34 you hear the Fireman say that to the driver of the truck?
~: Yes, sir, dr. Vlelch was there, too, and the Brakeman was there,

no was the Fireman?
Mr, d. v, Calvert.

b}

“t You heard Fireman Calvert say to the driver "you were stopped, why <did you g0
¥ o

%: 4nd, you neard the driver of the truck say - "I do not know''?
ar  Tes, sir.

©: Uid you talk to the driver of the truck?

a: I asked him if he were hurt and he said that he was not. I did not see the
truck until we stopped. I was looking out on the right side. I struck the
truck with the grab iron on the left side.

¢ Ir, Smith, that is all.
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Fort Richardson, Alaska « 16 July 1947
STATEMENT OF ARCHIE PEERS, CIVILIAN WAR DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEE OF POST ENGINEXR,
FORT RICHARDSON, ALASXA, MALE, AGE 25, WITH ABOUT FIVE YEARS' DRIVING EXPERe
IENCE,

On 15 July 1947 at approximately 2230 hours while I was driving a
Government %bton Dodge truck, the number of which I do not remember, I was
involved in an accident which occurred in the following menners:

I was on night duty for Post Engineers and had gone out to SP=ll to
take = night watéhman and to bring back the man he replaced. As we approached
the double set of railroad tracks at Whitney Crossing, I came to a complete
stop, looked both ways, and hesrd no signal of any kind or eny sound of an
approaching train so I sterted up again and proceeded across the tracks. As
L ceme onto the second set of tracks I was aware of lights coming from a
right rear direction, but having been followed by another’car I first thought
the lights came from it. I had a choice either of stopping or of getting
off the tracks as quickly as possible, and I took the latter course; however,
the next thing I knew a train had struek the eeb of my trueck just behind
the right door. It pushed us down the tracks sbout 150 yards, snd &ll of
this time I was trying to get the truck off the tracks and out of the path
of the train but I had no control over the wvehicle. It suddenly mede a
sherp left turn =nd stopped of its own sccord om the other unoccupied railroad
trackse The train stopped shortly thereafter.

My passenger, Philip -Byrtus, and I got out of the truek, and the train
erew also got out. Both Byrtus znd I were somewhat sheken up slthough neither
of us seemed to e actually hurt. However I talked with Byrtus today and he
stated that his rib wes sore and thet his right arm was swollen.

A mejor who wes driving by (whose neme I do not know) took Byrtus back
to the Post and reported thne secident vo the Hilitery Police, =snd I remained
with the vehicle until they arrived. The MP's and Safety Director mede an
investigation and had sent for e photographer when I lefts I filled out an
sccident report end turned it in to the Roét Engineer Motor Pool, I did not
notice the demage tothe truck at the time since I was feeling dizzy.

The weather was fair but the citmosphere was smoky =nd murky, visibility
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was below normal, but the road condition was goode

Neither Mr. Byrtus nor I had been drinkings I was on an official

business trip and had & trip ticket.

I hold Motor Vehicle Operator's Permit #13185 which permits me to
drive passenger cars and 1/l; to 25=ton trucks; the permit was issued 8 July
19L6.

This is the first secident in which I have been involved.

I have carefully read the foregoing statement and it is true eand

correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

/s/ Archie Peers

ARCHIE PEERS, WD CIV. EMPLOYEE OF
POST ENGR,, FT. RICH:RDION, ALASKA

A CERTIFIED TRUE COFY

)
faims Officer
NL S e Sv. Base



