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Subject: ]
—Tpeedtreant ot Poipesge

Statement of Facts:

Beidence n? the dereilment of X4rs F60 8t mile 18
chor thed 1t wes cecused by the flsnpe wnys being iced up 2t the
eroseing =%t mile 1B threwirg them off the track eilowing them to run
Phsa of the tyock vnatil resching the switeh frogs at mile 18 throw-
1ng *he lezd onpine off the track snd down the bauk on the left side.
2nd engine going bohond thet noint end off the track, Three flatse
~nd one vesfer sles poing off the treck,bul none except 060 ovel-

torning.
It is the opisfon of the railrosd personell contscled,
thet it was practicallf imposeidle for any of the train erew to obeer

ve the pony trucke being off the irack.
The depth snd condition of the ice a% the crossing
show that the croseing hes'ent been clesfed in some tlme.
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(Signature)

Approved

Chief Special Agent ' (Title)




Reproduced at the National Archives at Anchorage

ANCHOPRZE, »LiA5KE
January 2, 1951

2 . T . L1 st PN SIS .

208 Y. 4. shapreod, Lhiel Lngineer

Ty iopn B FU oy ey . K1 F i e Y o it ey
Promt colonel Jde Fo dohnson, Jeneral suanags

4 mjech: Deraliment of dxire 559 lerth - January i, 1953

rause of dersilment of Ixtra 539 Horin, January 1, 1951
1o iced-over hishway crossing, which delayed weaffic and vaus
sjerabie sipense Lo The Ralircad, 4muicstes the iack of prope
siiing of these crossings anead of train movemenis,., Iou Wil
ore, issus lastructions immedistely to nave all main ul
aings palreiiad shead of train povements during the winter mont
snow snd ice is epb Lo cause deraliliments, rarticular atiention
ouif be siven to crossings where heavy nighway equipment as being
2 sop the elearing of snow as it packs snow and ice petween Lie
#zila, lsaving a dangerous derailing condition.

=4

Loknowisdge receipt of this leiter and actlion taken.
B3

Jd. F. JdJohnson
General Hanager

ey t Y Bt o g
[SteR the A &'ﬁdmﬁ‘}f
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SAChorage, ALAZKAE
WA BT
Jamuary 3, 1951

e de e Fleming, sensral Toadsaster

Hre He A u@:imﬁg Uhnief

erailment of Extra 559 Horth - Jamusry 1, 1751

‘oapinser

Ticsse nobe the attmched ‘ﬁé”'ﬁﬂ‘f‘u?ﬁi‘wn Zrow the LeneTal
At to Ixtra 559 Horth on Jamuary i.

concerning the scci

ATE e r

Tou wiil

Flease return Gol. |Johnson's letier with your reply.

bief‘ nrineer

fCLe i
WEELE e s E’t SONGSon
e Jobn e gw;mg/
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fife} Colonel J. P. Jomnson, General Manager

g = EAN 3 el W
v, Do Ae Sharood, Chief Ingineer

Subjechb: Derallment of Ixira 559 Horth - January 1, 1951

+ e Tt RSN Prpi - o ey o 2T
Lo Four letuer oI Jamlary 4 COQCGJ“.;‘.H”_ GG
Aered ‘"‘e"l -

1im on Jarmary 1, and is in to cur
cc?“ﬂruutﬂ n this morning on the same subject.

tions to . Fleming, which he has acgncw-
husiness of all section forene:
all cross

ngs are kent clear.

gy

sintenance o

s, 2z 5 3 L JURC I
f discussing this matter with
rN
o

iwvised tha heenn several occasions t? s ﬁirter‘whefe
foremen have been unable to get out on the line until atter a
wed passed and, after following the train to meke their track
; T this

d, af

wld £ind it impossible to gebt home. The reason for
o
=

sting withoubs the use of flangers have a tendency to
vzh the track center and on the outside of each rail.
temptlng to run through this trail with new or drifted snow
. gas car flangers. It has been Iound at times thet even a
as car equipped with four-wheel drive is not capable of
uuczlng tn: condition.

Just *eceptly'we have nad a considerable amount of difficulty
itory between Portage and Spencer and have just run the

er over thab track. The Section foremen au *&Sﬂ@ltﬂa and Julius
on ot least two occasions found the telegraph lineman stranded with

otor car and nave towed hin into headquard efo, as he was uvnable ©oO

he snow. On two separate occasions the Section Foreman at Chulitna
hag hed to abandon his motor car and walk into camp, as he was unable to
e \ ”

nces iztely preceding the derailment at rrimrose
were due to g L-inch fal " gnow and the fact thalt the last wrain over
the crossing ¢ epproxdmetely 1:30 a.n. Sunday,more than 28 hours
belfore Ixtra -59 passe six inches of snow had fallen in the mean
e i ible for the Section Foremen ab
I

cr bhis reason i
Nad

Tinn S van
& L

rose to patro

&
~
i

i

o)
ore Extra 559 could Lreai the
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Pl

: as Tore Snow
T 7eel that these difficult%es W?li‘l?ﬁiefiiozi Zggétiégvuse
11 n t:e» tr;ck znd can be remediecﬂx ozﬂg V{H : e il
;iéZEeO;us;ell plow, the Jordon spreader, Or uhe Ic
iéc;;otive flangers.

(=%
irngtellation of

re




incn®rase, Alasks
January &, 19351

Sharcod, Chief Engineer

General Roadmasier

January 1, 1951,
g’f 5§‘ Bl

Primrose 3iding, south switch.

Q%a

Deragilment of two engines and
four cars.
Fredght.,

-

Ixtra 556 Yorth.

25551/5 }? >
Anderson and Lormar.

Forter.

Twelve loads
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Labor: 135% foreman hours ang 339z
hours. It will be necessary to use
20C hours lsbor in the spring after
ground thaws in order $o take cars of work
that could not be done at this time., This
is Maintenance of ¥Way lsgbor only and does

not include wrecking crew and work train,.

o % el 3
Train Urder - Time Table.

3
(e

Straight,

Carl Botts, Firemen, extent ol inl
known.,

Extra 555, North Portage Turn, dera
trucks on Engine 5506 while psssi
road orossing located within a 1
curve at MIle Post 1i.5 hatwsen Ui

Frimrese. Pony trucks after dersiling on
road crossing, travelad in dersiled position
to #Mile Pest 1,3 gt wnieh locavle ‘
sptered the south switch at F o
in entering switch of ths s
derailed completely, turncd

vey and gan

rast on its top at thz b of the
embankment, west side of main line siding;
Zngine 559 dersgiled completely sul remained
in ap upright position 1id cars 12

3004, 11501, and3l20. sehual caus

this derailment weg contributed t

of frozen snow left on
nighway snow plow.

500 South leaving
day, Descamber 30, 1350
3 through this arezn.
4 in Seward Z:3U
hould have passed

PR i

inspection was o
vecembar 31, snd
waa found im
L Foreman to mal
of the exirs norit
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T3 solonel Je Pe Johmson, General Hanager
ey n e . e P
RGi: e Te Ae Sharood, Chiel Engineer
. -
TTTY TR = Bw! o o
SUBJECT: Derailments - Engine 556

This has further r ference to my letter of January 5 concerning
the derailment of Bxira 556=559/North at Primrose on Jamuary 1, and also to

% Deport lice 220, dated December 27, 195C.

hecident Report io. 220 sbtates that Engine ;«6 was derailed atb
the ssing on the West Construction Spur account ice on the crossings
Sur Loation discloses that this derailment occurred m‘t oxtra 359
5o £t Portege with a flat car between it and Zngine 55 After
shonoing showb of the switch at néSu Gonsbruction ;)uu..;., ;,,__5_;“@ 5':'9 wag cub
55F and moved soubh to clear the switch while Engine 556 was to shove the
- - .

caded £1at car into the spurs The flat car passed over the crossing in
agvance of Engine 556 and did not derail,
This ig quite an unusual occurrence as the flat car contain wed
one zutomobile which was to have been unloaded at the raup al the end of the
spur and was, therefore, nob very heavily loadeds It does not seem reascnable
hat ice conditions on the crossing would derail the pony truck
ine 17 a light flat car went through the crossing without being de-—

Roadr D'ter ha.m*l“‘on adnses me that ne :;ad iven inst'r*uctions to
c

-

Therefore I believe that a contributing cause to this accident,
as well as te the accident at FPrimrose on January 1, was an unbalanced COl~—
dition on Zngine 5;«6 which took too much weight off the poig trac.&s. I
e;_;wc *:,n__s e'ﬂg:_“e should be weighed to determine whether or not there is

""e’x

...gﬂi: on the pony LIUCKSae

Ze Ao Si’la’f‘o"‘d
Chief Enginesr

RASharood/dp

cC: lire John E. Manley
e Go 4o Benedict )
Ire Re He Bruce T
% Je do ;l?ung
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Jamuayry 15, 1951

Tos J.« 7. Fleming, General Rozdmester
Froms R, H. Bruce, Acting Supt, of Operations
Subjs AX report No, 1

Reference is made to report eover agecident
repert on Jamary 1, 1951 at Primrose:

Under remarks you stated -, TheNlast train

& road crossing st féilapsst
'Kn?-tc m Q@Qﬁ@@’r 31’ 1959 m ¢ ’
en Desenber 31 as due to new sno¥ foid

Divide section foreman to ind ahesd of Extra North.
the norning of Janusry 951,

As road exossings (peate quite an accident harard

after heavy snow da welieve that section foreman should
vhenever possijple elean hese crossings prior te the passing of
trains., If wieble to in gas ear, or if cressing ls too far
to walk, traik could be flagged and section hand placed on engine
tc go to road g for inspeetion,

e )
EKS'gk / R, ¥, Bruee
y=John E, Manley
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