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nchorage, Alaska
February 13, 1948
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¥r, J. T. Cunningham:

Reference AX-i68 covering accident 12:45 P, M. February 8th at Clear,
Train No. 26, EZngine 556, Conductor Hannon, unglneer Mclarty, striking an
Aarmy vehicle which was left by Army persomnel in such a position as not to
crovide proper clearance for train.

Investigation developed that Zngineer Mclarty approached this location

at about 22 miles per hour, flanging snow, which caused poor visibility,
noticed Ammy Weasel 40197885 near track, however it appeared to him that it
wor ld clear ais train. & large crane between him and the Weasel somewhat ad-
ditionally impaired visibility.

Yhen approximately 12 to 15 carlengths from the vehicle he became doubt-
ful of its clearance and immediately placed train air in emergency, passing the
1 -
vehicle 25 to 3 carliengths.

The plow of the locomotive struck one corner of the Yeasel causing it to
turn around and catch under the right main rod and right eccentric strap,
bending both, thus disabling right side of engine.

Train delayed 6 hours obtaining necessary tools from Army Base and

Sgction House at Clear and dismantling damaged parts of locomotive.

Conductor Hamnoen advised Sgt. Gosnell of Weather Squadron, ladd Field,
wno was on detached service at Clear Army Camp, attempted %o move Veasel after
refueling vehicle near The ialaska Hgilroad main track and the Yeasel becane
mired to the extent the Sergeant was unable to move it. Instead of affording
flagging orotection for the VWeasel the Sergeant left the vehicle and walked to
ca p, assarantly to obtain assistance, and while he was attempting to obiain
assistance Train Ho. 26 struck the vehicle,

lo disciplinary action is planned for the crew involved due to circum—
stances which impsired visibility. In my opinion, no gross negligence or care—
lessness was involved at time of scc1de;t.
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THE ALASKA RAILROAD THE ALASKA RAILROAD

(F%BX TELEGRAPHIC REPORT OF ACCIDENT

1 S%IONS se Signal “AX” to indicate to Receiving Operator to copy on this blank. The Signal
gives precedence over other telegrams.

Operators in transmitting will send NUMBERS and ANSWERS only.

nswer all questions in blank.

OFFICE OF
GENERAL MANAGER

DATE

TO

i. {a) Date

Weather
- (€) Conditions - -
2 (o Bewet  Liear oo . RS I e N o S () e ienost named - - 3 :ATEY
3. {a) Train____£& (b) Engine. . _. ,"ZE& _____ (¢) Conductor. _ _ Fia1 .... (d) Engineer__.. Gi 'll"jlzf ..........
§. (q) ind of . (b Rirectionof oyt (o) Spesdof 22 .U
5. 0 (a) Loaded A7 (b) Empty._= .. () popentage of air 100 () Frotn o L

szel vehicle si

#. Nature of Accident

L I ]

~ g - Y A5 T £ g NP LIS N
7. Cause £ fzg_ﬁz}lulﬁ - cwegsel fonldnpmaizidne o o o B

. Any persons injured? Extent of injuries; name and residence; address of relations or friends:

Is there a siding by which "
——————————— 11. trains can pass around wreck?----- -~%

Is assistance needed north .
or south end of train? 18. Will temporary track have to be constructed?

15, Damage to track

16, Damage to engine_ ...

17. If cars off track, give initials, numbers, and destination. Give estimated damage to each car and contents, and state which, if any, will have
to be transferred. (If any cars empty, so designate)
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