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THE ALASKA RAILROAD
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
THE ALASKA RAILROAD

HEALY , ALASKA
AUG.T4/1946.

MR.G,W,COLWELL,
CHIEF EAGR,
LNCHORAGE, ALASKA.

IN REGARNS TO THE ACCINENT OF AUG.5TH AT HEALY
JOHN SZWABAWSK| THE CAT nRIVER WAS nOZING BETWEEN THE
LEGS OF THE WYE.HE HAn BEEN INSTRUCTEM BY THE SECTION
FOREMAN MR.SPANERO ABOUT 2:00 P M THAT A TRAIN WAS
nUE IN ABOUT 20 MINS.OR HALF AN HOUR,ANM TO BE ON THE
WATCH FOR T ANn NOT TO FOWL THE MAIN LINE.

PASSENGER EXTRA 557 CAME ALONG THIS POINT ABOUT
2:30 , APPARENTLY THE CAT WAS BACKING UP ON AN ANGLE
ANA THE NOZER FRAME HIT THE AUTOMATIC LUBRICATOR ON
ENG 557 AS IT WAS PASSING THIS POINT, ENGINEER BEBEE
APPLTEN EMERGENCY AIR COMING TO A& STOP AT ONCE.
LUBRICATOR ON ENGINE WAS MAMAGEn BEYONN REPAIR.

NO nAMAGE AT ALL TO THE CAT. CAT n"RIVER CLAIMEN HE
nin NOT SEE THE ONCOMING TRAIN UNTIL IT WAS TOO LATE.
THIS MAN WAS n[SMISSEN FROM THE NUTIES OF CAT "RIVER
ANN NCZER MAN AS HE HAn MISREPRESENTEN HIMSELF. HE HAn

- BEEN SENT TO CLEAR FROM ANCHORAGE ABOUT JULY 3iST. AS
AN OILER FOR THE "RAGLINE, WE ALREANY HAn AN OILER THERE,
| WAS IN NEEn OF A MAN AT HEALY,WHO COUL™ HANALE A nOZER.
SINCE HE ASSUREN ME HE COUL™ HARNLE A nGZER, | SENT HIM
TO HEALY AUG 2R".ON THE WORK TRAIN, Ak~ HE REPCRTEM TC
SECTION FOREMAN SPANERG AS A CAT NRIVER.
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