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Ancherege, blasks
June 5, 1945

rr -

1. %. Porier Coumpauny, Ine,
- 49th & Herrison Stireets
Pittsburgh, Peungyivania

ittention: Mr., H., J. Zukauskas
Sssligtent Advertising Mensger

Sear Sir:

”"‘*r«s*m*xswp to the request cant.aine& in your 1et‘cer of My 1, 1945, I
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sheiled o8 an s:mib.zt in a smali ‘oark by The A}.a.ska Railroad
;las}za. i picture Dost card of this loeomotive is slso en-

ooy

- on each side of swoke boxes have following printed on them:

H. K. Porter & Co,
Locomative Horks
E«e P.o Lord, SUP T
1972
Pittsburg, Pa.
1898

On the side of the cab and front number plate:

This is ¢ 38® gauge locomotive - and was, I hiave been told, the first
locomotive to be shipped to Alaska., It wes brought in by ’abe fogl Creek Mining
Company and d eliv ed tc the said Company st Cosl Creek abomt fifty miles below
Dewgon, 7. T. by the ¥. &. T. Co. in the sumser of 1899. The litile engine was

used for haul,.. ng ¢ oal fmm the mines to the Yukon River for further shipment.

It was later purchased by the Tenans Miner's BEsilroad and brought to Failr-
banks in the spring of 1808, And for several seasons was operatsd very success-
fully in the freight and passenger business. The Tenans Vsliey Railroad later
purchased it and used 1t in the construction of a narrow gauge railroed from
Falrbenks to the Chataniks Mining District - and was replaced by larger loco-
motives and ecuipment.

In 1817 the J. E. Covermment known as the Alsska Engineering Commission pur-
chagsed the Tansns Valley Railroad and extended the rail line Prom Fairbanks to
Seward., During the 2arly construction days of this road this little ¥o. 1
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2 June 26, 1945
i@, K. Porter Compsny, Inc. —g

~ v ter ststions near
5 £ % . sunping nlant atoae?fthewa
;oﬁcozg:ige w;.% ;zzdeiznamigl? zzitgrned to Fairbanks and mounted in the 1little
E b Mo - o ‘ . "" "
??r{ nesr the passenger depot at Felrbanks

Yours very truly,

“Signed” @, T Dblsog
3. F. Chlson

1 e

Gensral Fanager
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. Anchorage, Alaska
August 1, 1945

H. K. Porter Company, Inc.
4¢th & Harrison Streets
Fittsburgh, Pennsylvanie

Attention Miss Jo Kaminski
Dear Sirs:

Replying to your letter of July 3, 1945,
Cannts of Fairbanks, Alaska, took the small picture of
the old Forter locomotive which was sent you with my
letter of June 26. When I asked them for a glossy
print they were unsble to furaish one, as they had mis-
claced the negative. However Mr. Cann took another plcture
of ths locomotive and I am enclosing a glossy print thereof.

This sscond pieture is not as good as the first
picture sent you, but possibly it can be touched up.
Owing to the shortage of personnel we have not kept the
locomotive?s appearance up as it should be, but this will
be remedied when help becomes available.

Also enclosed is Cann's permission to repro-
duce the picture for publieation.

Sincerely

0. F. Ohlson
General Mansger
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H. K. PORTER BDMPANY/ INE. N

ESTABLISHED 1866 \-u'is FAS A &

~ &
49TH & HARRISON STREETS ‘i\%c
’em’ G“!‘W‘sﬁ M“,/
PITTSBURGH, PA. e

U.s. A,

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT

vour letter of June £6 to lir. Zukauskas has
becen referred to me. e wish to thank you sincere-
17 for ths detailed informatiocon you furnished with
the Feirbanks post-card of the old Porter locomotive,.

ey w2 recusst one more favor? -- We would likxe
to ohiein permission to use the picture for pudbliicity
erd advaeritising purposes, Cen you tell us from whom
we - obiein & glossy print of the phetogreaph?

Jo Kerminski

LOCOMOTIVES . PROCESS EQUIPMENT . PUMPS
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THLRORAM ANCHORAGE, AL&SKA, JURE 21, 1945
JENNINGS
FAIRBARES

YILL YOU XINDLY SECURT AND SEED ME A PHCTCGRAFH OF THE SMALL IOCOMOTIVE OR

NISiLAY AT FAINBANKS FAVING SILL MADE OUT TO ALASKA RAILROAD

. CHLSON
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Colonel C. F. (Rglson:

neferring uest from H. K. Porter Compeany dated
¥ay lst concerning the small locomoiive on display in
Fairbanks, alasgksa.

The attached letter from Nr. Gilbert contains tnis
informstion, as well as some historical references winich are
interesting, and snould give the Porter Company a few in-
teresting faets concerning the narrow gage locomotive tleh was

built by their company in 1899.
WIK: raa WWM

snel. ‘ V. L. Kinsell




Fairbenks, Alaska, &
June 12, 1945,

r. Kinsell:
For Your Information:

In compliance witn your letter of May 30th,
heretc attached- I have secured for you the follewing
information concerning the swall narrow gauge lccomo-
tive located in the little park near the passenger depot
of the Alaske Railroad at Fairbanks:

Brass pletes on each side of smoke boxes have follow-
ing printed on them:

H., K. Porter & Co,.
locomeotive Works
E. P.o ILord, SUPT
1972 :
Pittsburg, Pa.
1899

On the sicde of the cab and front number plate
ARR-Nol

This is a 36" gauge locomotive -~ and was, I have
been told, the first locomotive to be shipped to Alaske,
It was brought in by the Coal Creek Mining Company and
delivered to the said Company at Coal Creek about fifty
miles below Dawson, Y, T. by the N, A, T. Co in the
summer of 1899, The little engine was used for hauling

coal from the mines to the Yukon River for futher ship-
ment,

It was later purchased by the Tansna }Miner's Rail-
road and brought to Fairbanks in the spring of 1¢05.
And for several seasons was operated very successfully
in the freight and passenger business. The Tanans
Valley Railroad later purchased it and used it in the
construction of & narrow gauge railroad from Fairbanks
to the Chatanika Mining District - and was replaced by
larger locomotives and equipment,

In 19217 the U, S, Government known as the Alasks
Engineering Cormission purchased the Tanans Valley Rail-
road and extended the rail line from Fairbenks to Seward.
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During the early construction days of this road this
little No. 1. }Jocomotive was used as a pumping plant at
one of the water stations near Fairbanks~ it was even-
tually returned to Fairbanks and mounted in the little
Park near the passenger depot at Fairbanks. >
fours truly

P. S. There is quite a history back of this little locomo-
tive since its arrival in Alaska in 1899,
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H. K. PORTER COMPAN Y(INE. )

ESTABLISHED 1866

49TH & HARRISON STREETS &\ "
' PITTSBURGH, PA. . % 0ffica of 80l
U.s. A, : Lol
¥ - ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT

@0 Mey 1, 1945

¥r. O. F. OChlson, Genersal Lianager
The Alaska Railrozd
Anchorage, iAlaska

Dear ir, Chlson:

Lr. Te. ll. zvans, President of our compeny, has
pacsed on to re two post cards received Ly him which
picture an old rForter Steam Locomotive formerly used
on your line. I wonder if you can ascist us in ob-
teining additional information on this niece of equip-
ment.

The post card indicetes that this is the first
locomotive of the Alaska Railrcad and 1t has evidently
besn established as a monument or park feature in Fair-
banks, Alaska,

e are interested in eany history which you may
have in your files concerning it. 4lso, it would be
of interest to us to have the lccomotive number which
is usually festened on the equipment wita the name plate
Or in some other manner.

any information which you can give us will be greatly
appreciated. Thank you for your cooperation.

Yours very truly,
H. K. PORT=R CULPANY, INC.

Asst. Adv. liznager

BEJZ:v1lb

LOCOMOTIVES . PROCESS EQUIPMENT . PUMPS




