May 1, 1926.

#r. Ernest Gruening, Directer,

Divisicon of Territories and
Island Possessicns,

Department cof the Interior,

¥ashington, D. C.
Deapr Sir:

Reference is made to your letier of the 22nd and oy
reply of the 23rd ulti=mo, in connection with the inspection of
two péssenger coaches on the Lehigh Valley Railroad, in response

to an inguiry from
Aluska Railrcad.

Col, C. F. Ohlson, General Hanager of the

in inspection was made on April 29, 1936, of twa-Lehigh
Valley coaches numbered 851 &nd 854, by twoe of cur Inspectors,

from shich I guote:

Date built new.
Construciion.

Length over body.
Length over all,

Width over eaves.
Helight over zll.
Distance between
truck centers.
Trucks‘&t‘#ﬂtﬁit

Axlazs, Thesls..

Center 81118ces
Uralt GafrS.ees
CoUuplerSesasans
VestibuleS,eues

Air BraleSeees
Train siznel..
Hand BrakCaene
Heating system

EGeneral Construction®

1911 by the Pullman Co.

A1l steel. Bedy steel plate riveted,

fnderframe Bullt up struetural. VWeight 1079284
pounds. : : ;

Roof Clere story type steel covering with
upturned seans.

Eéﬁ} sixty feet. Seating capacity (72) seventy two

67) sixzty seven{93)nine and cne half inches

over pulling face of knuckles.
(9] nine feet({ll}) eleven and one half inches,
klé} Pourtesn feet one znd three sixteenths Iinches

(46} Forty six feet (8) eight loches.
Commonwealth cast steel,(4) Iour wheel type,(a)
foot wheel hase.

#.C.B. 5% x9%, Wheels Thirty six (36®) inch
miltiple wear rolled steel,

Two twenty six{26%) inch fish belly.

Standard coupler co. apring type

Buhoup three (3) stez.

Pullman wide steel doors,traps, and tall gates,

three stem buffers and diaphragm., Three tread

metal zteps. .

Yeatinghouse P ¥ -1612

¥estinghouse

Lindstrom ratchet type ezch end of car,

Ward Vapor



o

Lighting syatém. Blectrie axle lilght system, 2-% W body hung
“geneiflor, 23 cell Edison storage batterys.
22 bracket lamps and 4 vestibule lamps.

Tolletseacenese Two. Flush hoppers, overhead water tanks,
Interior Finish, Steel, mahogeny grained sides and ends snd
: painted head lining.
Bept N cicvssnni Thirty Two (32) Hale and Xilburn reversidle
end Iour staticnary.
Uphclsteryesass Creen plush. :
Perecel BackSee. Tec i: continuous metal. :
Drinking ¥Weter. fne (1) water cooler and one (1) cup vending
machine. :
PlOOTusnencsans Flexolith covering over sub floor and steel
plates with one layer of halr felt insulation
© 7 g to § inch thick, -
. ¥HindowSesensses Single saszh, wcod with sheet copper covering.
Curt2ilSeeccsssss Pantagote faced roller type. -
Door stop8.icees Izle air cushioned :
Ventilators.eee Twelve (12) automatic.
Insulation..sse Specifications show cne fourth inch (%%) Resisto

_gemented and riveted to all cutside gheets.
Eafety Appliances. Conforsm to standards for this type csr,

Cur inspection disclesed that thesa cars are in reasonably
good condition, in censideration of their asge of 25 years, they
are in serviceable condition and are now actually being used in
regular passenger trains on the Lehigh Valley EE. for excursiens
and extra service as occzsions reguire; however, they are due for
general repsirs as soon as it can be conveniently done., The records
ghow that car No. 851 was last in the shop for general repairs
July 16, 1929, at which tlme $225.00 was expended on repairs, and
car Ho. 854 was lasi in the shop December 128, 1329, zt which time
$852.00 was expended for repairs.

The bodies are stralght end in good allignment, and the general
appesarance is ixiriy zZooc. hw underivases were noted to he in
good general ccndition, with no excessive corrosion and ne indiestion
of weskness or fajliure in any of the members.

The cast steel (four wheel) trucks are in goecd gensral condi-
tion, with no svidence of weaknesz or fzilurss, end no welds were
found showling there had ever been any faillures of the najor sectlons
of the truck frames. The Journal boxes, pedestals, egualizers,
springs and truck hangers were all in ordimary serviceable condition,
with & varying amount of wear on wheels.

The sair brakes, foundaticn brake rigging, brake beams and
comnections were all in condition for regular service.

The lack of geood first class maintsnance wes more noticeable
in the car body. The rcof sheets are guite badly corroded and will
require renewal scon, altho with some minor repairs and attention,
2 year or two more service 1a guite possible.
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About tweniy per cent of window =ash will reaulre repairs
to put them in zoed cordlition and to preperly preserva them, but
they are reascnsbly tight and serviceable asg is,

The seats and uphelstering are in zeed oerdinary serviceable
condliticn, llkewise all docors, tollets, heoppers and other fixtures,

The Interior finish is in fair cendltion, but painting of :
weed lining snd cleaning, w11l greatly improve the general appesrance.

In general, it is our opinion that these ears are in reascne
ably sound and serviceabls condition, other than the pericdic
repairs which are necessary in the normal maintenance of egniment
of this type and that with ordinary normal maintenznce they will
render ten or more years of service, = :

%¥hile they are due for general cheopping, yet thelr cendition
L2 such that with only reasonable attention they can be used this
seascn and 1t 1s estimated that they can be put in good first class
condition for from £1000.00 to £1200.92 each, includiag new roof
sheets and oalnting inszide and outside.®

It eppears desirable and in the publie interest if
parchuase of these cerz is contemplated, %o hava repairs made
before ashipaent %o Alaska. Overhauling will be necezsary within
4 year and if the work iz done at thls time, ccoaslderable saving
wlll be realized in material ard labor, ‘ . ¢

Respectfully,




