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Anchorage - March 26, 1947

¥r, L. A, ¥oore

Attached story and pictures of the first train of retired
eéquipment which was sent to Whittier for shipment Outside to you for
further handling, as it is felt we should be able to get some favore
able publicity in regards to the rehabilitation program.
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GRAND 21D VETZIRARS OF
ALASEA ARD PiNAaa GAXa
2D RATLROAD SERVICE

Junk Trniﬁ leaves :nehorsge! 1164 Tons of It! Bound for the
Stutes!

Thst could have been the neading of this news artiels, for Lh#t
{3 the weight of the £irst shipment by The Alaska milrcad of a very
special kind of junk, 2ut to write s story 1liks that would be akin %o
leaving your grandad out in the wilderness ':,n staprve just ‘cause he csn't
work any sore,

fridsy morning a train load of dilapidated and anticue rallroed
eculpment gensisting of steam locomotives, spreaders, cranes and ditahers
was towed sut of Anchorage,tound for ?‘?litﬁ&l‘. Thers it ia to be leaded ‘
on berges and transported to Seattle, whers dlsposition will be sade of
this serap - but more properly we showld say, fgf this honorsble metal”.

‘ Honorable metal?. Yes, we repeat it, As the train pulisd out
of the Anchorage yards there wers a fow moist eyes. For like & conrxie
fallen in battle, even an inanimate object of iron and gteal called a
locaéotivo gsn have an homrahl# record., Just a8 & cowboy becomes at—
" tached to a horse, or & sailor to hils ship, so dees an ingineman look on
an engice as an almost llving partnsr. That's uhy- a2 tear was nnt; amlss
among vetersn engineers, firemen, brakemen and ccnductors. tadn 't they
truvelled thousands of miles together and many times jolntly fought the
ipetle storms between Daward and Fairbanks with old 244, 239, 266, 270,
606 and 6187

_ 5inee 1916 and the very begimning of the ilaska ilroad these

staunch old iren vetsrsne have been doing their part in the development




of ilasks. First thsy helped bulld the right of way and following this
entered upon the endliess task of hauling the supplies so nc;uennry to
sustein 1life in the Territory and so vital to continued growth.

But their Alaska record ianit tﬁﬁ only impressivs chapter in -
the 1ife story of these locomotives. It could be sald that The Alasks
Bailroad obtained them sgeaxid hanmdt. True, but alzo such a statement 1a
most uninteresting and just about like saying, “U¥rs. Truman visited
Alaaka.aeaow&td by ¥r. Trusan who is Fresident af tha ﬁﬁi&aﬁ Statas”,

ihen 'thay antsred upon their Alaska servise, this group of
engines had alresdy experisnced much romsnce and adventurs, I¢ they had
been hussn they would no doubt have admitted that they had been very
happy in their past jobs, for in view of sccomplishment early in their
1lives, they had done much to write a glorisus pege in the history of our
Retien,

It was these sturdy engines that rolled from the itlsntie to
‘the Fseific on the wide gauge Fenama Bailroad. They toiled dsy and night,
hauling supplies, pulling car aﬁar_aar of muck away from Culebre Cut that
the Panama Canal might become a pozlity. th the eansl completed, they
were shipped to ilasks for new and further adﬁntms on the newly born
Alaska Reiiroad. ‘

The lmmimé are of the Nogul or 2-6~0 type, which means they
have six driving wheels precedsd by & lead truck of two wheels but with no
treiler trusk. The engines are part of the group built in 1906 by the
imerican locomotive Company for service in the Usnal Zone. They ars ap-
proximately 75 tons in weight. is The Alasks Failroad is standard gauge
(4 feet, 8-1/2 inches between rails), it was necsssary to press in all

whesls so they would f£it nerrower track, for the gauge of the Panams Rail-




way was 5 feet.

These engines performed well the tasks aszigned to them for
over 30 years. Ghen ‘orld “ar 1I broke out, as tried and trus veterans,
they were ¢alled uren to emrt.‘ their lust ounce of strength in defense
of the Nerth and the Natlon. Mt sven iron and steel wear out, and 4t
mas like driving old men to do hard work, heavy tasks for which young
men ars best zulted. The greatest tonnags in the Taiiread?!s nistory
had to he z:%wez,{ aps they did their shsare.

' However, thare tomes & time wh2n & man must retire, a herse

be pensioned to pasture. The ond of an sngine nust needs be dilferent -
to not work is to rust - 2o it's best that its honorable remains de ~ut

to 'mme zood use.

%hen this ratired equipment reaches Jeattle it will e sold
and its wltimste destination will be the melting furnsce, after wmudch ihe
metal will be rs-east or forged into new srticles. It is to be hoped
that this honored metal will be used for honorable peacstime purposes.

3 Pine record of zervice deserves a fitting end,

Hers it m=ay not be amise to aaution that we must be wary of ithe
uss Lo whigh our scrap is destined. Iron érﬁ stesl are generally scarce
throughout the world. Our government has erred in this regard, and there
waa a time when the face of The ilaska Railroad was red with embarrassment.
7a'd like to forget ii, bub we can't.

In 1930 and agein in 1?36, Japanesa ships sailed up to Anchorage
docks. Tenny-wise and sound=foolish railiread managezent obligingly cut up
other old Tanama Canal sad ilaska Zilread veterans snd loaded them on the

Hip ships. lUaybe 1t's not 20, hut nevertheless it 1s alleged that the




railrosd spent more to hire jabor to cut up the engines snd to load their
boats then the Japs paid us.

That loss could bes figured out by a good accountant if it hasa't
already besen totaled. But in its wuke followed a loss which even the
ﬁrld‘t best sdcountant cannot estimate.

Perhaps it was the steel in old 202 or 248 that made the bombs
that fell on Pearl Harbor. Or cozmirg home to ths Tsrritory, it could ha;m
been & wheel of old 277 which provided the stesl casing for the missiles
that fall on Duteh Harbor,

This firat shipment of antiquated equiémat. iz to bs followed by
two more trainloads in the mear fiture. Ailtogether some 3,000 tons of
aalvaged metal ar: in course of preparation for trsasportation to Béatelc,
including not only engines and work equipment, but frames and trucks of
0ld freight cars and other rolling stock.

The current retirement prograa has besn sade possible by ths trans-
fer without furds of a large number of stesm and ﬁuacl locomotives, work
eqni;acat, freight und passenger cars and other ralling stock frem Surplus
Property te The Alaska Hoilrosd. This zedernization of Alasks Reilroad
ecuipment has been brought about largely through the efforts of (ol. J. ?.
Johnson who becsme Seneral H&mgar of The ilsska Raiiread in Jarusry, 1%46.
duthorizatlon of this rahabi..ihatian weg given & far reaching mma by
. Publiec law 478, instigated by Col. Johnson and resently passed by Congress
to permit transfer of surplus government e{;ﬂimnt to The Alaska Ruilroad,

During thg‘ past two months, 11 steen lotomotives und 3 diesel
locomotives have arrived at Aﬂﬂh@l’&é@, the forerunners of 2 group of 40 io

be put into service during the year. ilse received are over 50 freight cars




ineluding flat cars and gondolas in the firet shipment, out of some 200
scheduled to hé placed in service. Awaiting shipmont to ilasks or en
route are 450 troop aleepers which are to be econverted into box cars,
110 kitchen cars to be made into refrigerator cars, and 30 hospitsl ours
shich are Yo be remcdeled into modern passenger coaches.




