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The Alaska Railroad

Acting Associate Administrator for Sqfeiyarb

_OPERATIONS DIVISION

Transportation of Hazardous Materials,

General Manager, The Alaska Railroad
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As you know, Federal Railroad Administration Safety Inspectors

are becoming increasingly active on the Alaska Railroad.

activity will continue and will be expanded.

I have closely reviewed the reports submitted by our
covering inspections made on the Alaska Railroad and
pecially concerned with the degree of non-compliance
regulations covering the itransportation of hazardous
by rail (Title 49 CFR, Part 174),
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Although some improvement

was noted during the most recent inspection made the week of

January 3,

1976, much remains to be accomplished.

I have attached copies of reportS'submitth by our inspector
concerning inspections made during November 1975 and January-

1976,

Please review these closely and especially note the

many instances of improper placement in trains of cars con-
taining hazardous materials, /

Please advise promptly of action taken to assure compliance
with the regulations covering the transportation of hazardous

materials.

to maintaining a safe railroad operation.

Strict adherence to these regulations is essential

Our Hazardous Materials inspector headquartered at Seattle,
Washington, will be avallable to pzov1de you with any assistance

needed,

Attachments
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R.

Deputy Administrator

H. Wrigh
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SUBJECT:

FROM

0

ARR 9094 - ARA TII

oate  January 14, 1976
. = In eeply =l
Hazardous Materials Equipment who 1o 3666-WBI-T30
Inspection, Alaska Railroead

Hazardous Materials Safety Inspector
Seattle, Washington

Regional Dlrector
Region 6

Inspections at Anehorége Alaska, January 6 & &, 19?6
disclosed the following exceptlons'

INTTIAL & NUMBER SPECIFICATTION DEFECT

DODX 11813 103W ' Overdue for plain bearing
. : Journal repack.
NATX 33124 . 112A340W No commodity name shown on
: gt placards. (load PROPANE)
ARR X5003 - ARA III Both tank cars' loads of
ARR X5006 AR IIT diesel fuel, displayed
- Dangerous empty placards.

ACFX 12977 . 111A100W1 Load of diesel oil, one
: - ¥ : "Dangerous"” placard displayed
with commodity indicated

i as JP-4.
UOCX 11004 R G Hke s _ Load of gasoline, two placard
| ¢ holders defective, 1 placard
: missing. : : 3
- ACFX 12877 111A100W1 Tnefficient hand brake.
ACFX 12875 : 111A100W1 Load of gasoline, one placard

missing, commodity shown on
three placards as "Flammable
liquid - JP- g

ACFX 87930-. ~  111A100Wl Tank car loaded with ameia
: - *  liguid nos-JP-4, commodity .
shown as gasoline on placards.

ARR 9025 ; = AR P TE

U0CX 11006 111A100W1 Fmpty tank cars ﬁlSplaylng
USAX 10176 ! 103w - "D&ngerous" placards. -
ARR 9201 . ARA 11T f N
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INITIAL & NUMBER

NATX 34775

ARR

ARR

The

ce:

10467

302 -

above exceptions were handled locally for correction.

J. J. Bagan

-
-

SPECIFICATION

DEFECT

112A340W

- Box Car

Box Car

Load of PROPANE, overdue

for safety relief valve .
retest (9/10/70) ;
Empty car displaying

"Dangerous" placards.

Emply car displaying one
"Explosives" placard.

/_-_/ - .
_"‘fj?{”' é’-y/?t‘;”éhm’
W. B. INGH

Assistant Regional Director
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In reply

Improperly prepared waybills, e o 3666-WBI-733

Alaska Railroad X
Hazardous Materials Safety Inspector
Seattle, Washington

Regional Director
Region 6 .

Attached are copies of four improperly prepared Waybills
noted in a recent inspection at Anchorage, Alaska.
Exceptions noted are as follows:

1. Waybill No. 700807 - Shipment incorrectly described,
hazard classification ang "Explosives placard” notation
omitted. - . RS =

2. Waybill No. 701808 - Same exceptions as above.

3. Waybill No. 309451 - Hazard dassification and "Explo-
-Sives placard" omitted. : ; 3

B, Waybill No. 309382 - Hazardous commodity incorrectly
- deseribed, hazard classificatbn incorrect, "Dangerous
Placard" notation omitted.
The abové exceptions were discussed Ffor correction with
Alaska Railroad officials, : bt

e Lo
. _w. B. ING M/ﬁ&)

Attachments
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In reply

Hazardous Materials Records Inspection, e 3666-WBI-734

Alaska Railroad

Hazardous Materials Safety Inspector
Seattle, Washington ;

Regional Director
Region 6

The attached records were noted in an inspection at ﬁnchorage,

Alaska, January 6, 1976.- Exceptions noted are as follows:

1. Extra 3006 North, Anchorage to Fairbanks, December 24, f/{

1975. MNotation on second sheet of train consist indicates
that three cars, containing flammable liquid (JP-4), were
moved without accompanying waybills..

2. Extra 3005_North, Anchorage-tﬂ Fairbanks, December iE, v
1975. Tank car of flammable liquid (JP~&) hauled next
to ARR 12844, a loaded flat car. . g

3. Extra 1526:North, Anchorage to Fairbanks, December 13, 4”9'

1975. Tank car of flammable liquid (JP-4) hauled next
to UP 58191, 'a locaded flat car. 2 3 :

4. Extra 3006 North, Whittier to Anchorage, December 20
1975. Tank car of acid -hauled next to BN 602656, a loaded
flat car. : : ; : ; - '

~ 5. Extra 1500 North, Whittier to Anchorage, December 10,

1975. Tank car of chlorine apparently hauled next to
locomotive. _

6. . Extra 3001 North, Seward to Anchorage, December 2. :
- 1975. Two ‘tank cars of -propane hauled next to two loaded
flat_carsu : A ; . _ -

These exceptions were pointed out to Transportation Officer
W. C. Davidson, who promised corrective action.

e

Attachments ; =

€6: - J. Jo Eggan
. Asst. Regional Director
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Hoy 20 .35
IAZARDOUS MATERIALS RECORDS INSPECTION -
ALASKA RAILROAD : 3666-HBI-712

lazardous Materials Inspectior
Scatvile, YWashington

Reajonal Director
Region VI

A cn;ck of train consists on file at n.chnrag Alaska, disclosed the
following violations in train placement of carload shipments of
hazardous wmaterials:

Trains departing From Uniutler. Naska:

" Gctober 5, 197;, Extra 3001 Horth - USAX 10975, tank car, of jet fucl -y

~ (JP-4) next to CB&Q 93264, a Tlat car loaded with pipe y,mJﬁ LA~ e

Gctober 8, 197%, Extra 152 0 North - Bi{ 1990 8, box car of Explosives, E:

" Class A, next to USAX 7091, a tank car Toaded with jet fuel {ae-2). 5
- - Loy ¢ ¥ fedngir> o

Qctober 11, 1975, Extra 1520 Horth - USAX 7106, tank car of jet fuel ?

(JP-4) next to ARR 12101, a flat car loaded with pipe. USAX 7049, a

tank car of jet fuel next to Up 57282, a flat car Joaded with pipe.

USAX 10951, a tank car of jet Tuel {JP ) next to ARR 12706, a flat

car loaded with pipe.. Eond f;ﬁ ol

Ociober 25 1675, Extra 1 504 :Urth - ;ilx 34034, tuna car of LPG naxt
1o Gif f3u33 a gondola loaded with poles.

October 30, 1975, Extra 1506 North - STAX 1102~,, tank R
%o UP 57984, a flat car lcaded with pipe. Bty Slad e - - .
Lovaﬂber 10, 1975, EX

¥ 30 G’ Morth - HCTX 102, tank car 0¢ LBG et
o S5 BSRPD a f? t ] :

ira
car aded with nahhtnery. G
;ra1ns ﬁeparu1ng iroa A“g litg age, A]aS'-

Hovenber 2, ]9?3,_hxtra a0c2 mor;h - RTMX 4229, Lawk car Gf LPG fiins 1o v/’
ARR .2833, Ioaded flat car. . £t

Hovember 3, ?97%, Extra .aZU North - USAX ]0183,_tank car of jet Tuli- -
(3P-4) next to ARR 12365, Toaded flat car. USAX 10973 tark car of jot e
fuel next to ARR 1 086 1ouded flat car. V=T =

=
—



HAZAZDOUS MATERIALS VIOLATIONS - ALASIA RAILRGAD L
TRALL EXTRA 3095 NORTH - AHCHORAGE, ALASKA 3§GE—HBI-?13

Hazardous "aterials Inspector
Seatile, Mashington .

negional Director
Region VI

fin inspection of Extra 3005 Morth was made at Anchorage, Alaska,
oveahor 18, 1975. This train was made up and ready for cepariure
when inspocted., The Tollowing exceptions were noted:

I

Wt

missing.

"Dangerous" placards with one placard illegible.’

The following cars, all loads of JP-4 aircraft jet fuel were
orirained with no shipping papers available to accompany the
movenent: Sl - '

USAX 10963 I s

USAX 10537 . USAX 10917

USAX" 10422 USAX 10225

The following tank cars, loads of gasoline, were similarly entrained
without shipping papers available to accompany the movement:

I oK. 11003 vocX 11002 ’
RCFX 818?8,'5 tank car of JP-4 jet aircraft fuel was'entrafned 7
imnediately benhind and next to GH 65130; a lecaded flat car.

USAX 10537, a tank car loaded with jet aircraft fuel, had brake beam
nanger defective and one brake shoe missing.

ACFY 23314, a tank car loaded with Jet aircraft fuel, had air brake

_equipment overdue for COTES attention. -

UTLX #8663, UTLX 43694, UTLX 77502 and UTLX 77521, all tank cars ¢
loaded with diesel fuel, .displayed "Dangerous empty" placards.

USAX 10225, a tank car lcaded with jet aircraft.fue1@'gispiaﬁea-twu
"Dangerous” placards, ong ”DangerDUS;empty“-piacard, and one placard

UgCcxX 11002, a tank_car loaded with gasoline, disp?ayed one “"Dangerous" ~
placard with three placards missing. UQCX 11003 displayed three

1
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November 4, 1975, Extra 1520 ‘South - NATX 3434 10, tank car of LPG 7
next to ARR 12523, loaded flat car. - s

Hovember 4, 1975, Extra 3066 North - USAX 10422, tank car of jet .ue]_,/'
(JP-4) next to UP 59623, loaded flat car.

- Hovember 5, 1975, Extra 1506 North - ARR 9029, tank cai of gasoiine
next to UP 58774, loaded flat car. & et s

Hovenber 5, 1975, Extra 3001 Horth - ARR 9203, tank car of jet fuel _~
(JP-8) next to UP 59527, loaded flat car. zag Ty : :

Novesber 7, 1975, Extra 3001 Horth - USAX 10911, tank car of jet Tuel b,f
(3P-£) next ‘to UP 57206, loaded flat car.

Hovember 7, 1975, Extra 1504 North - BM 199082, box car of EApIQSIVGS,r,JF
Class A, next to ARR 128?1 Toaded flat car. : :

November 12, 1975, Extra 1504 North - UTLX 48103, tank car of gasoline _~
next to ARR 2702, a Toaded Tlat car.

lovenber 14, 1975 Extra 1506 South - NATX 34do?. Law? car of LPG, neAt
to UP 58065, a 1oaacd ‘flat car.

Hovember 17, 1975, Extra 3001 Horth - RTMX 4226, ta ke cor AP LG haxt
to UP 56050, a loaded 7lat car. NATX 32124, tank car of LPG next to- v
CE&Q 94169, a Toaded flat car. J - '

_ The above violations of 49 CFR 174.539(3)(7), (3)(8), (h)(3) and (1)(7)
were discussed for corrcction with Mr. Charles Drum, Assistant Trairmaster
avidson,

in charge of Anchorage terminal operations qnd with Mr. W. C. D
;ransporuation Officer. o ;

SI(‘..‘::.-::‘J":"_B F L
M. B. IHGHAM
_cc: J. J. Eagan, Assistant Regional Director

WBI:pb:11/26/75
Chron/HAZ MAT:J;}JSka RR




366G-431-713 ; _ : 2,

wr. D. Prince, Yardmaster, vas advised of the above exceptions and
arranged to hold the train until the necessary shipping papers vere
ooixined and until the othor noted v1o] ations wore corrected,

In negition, fatlure to properly pIacard the tank cars listed in
ttoms Hos., 6, 7 and 8, was handled with the shippers involved.

Tise veguirenents of 49 CFR 174.510(c), 174. 351(3)(0) 174.532(3)(7) ST el
and ;?f.EOC(a) were discussed with Tocal carrier officials.

BIGNEDAYE, INGHAM

W. B, INGHAM

| A Eagan, Assisuant Regxona] Director

B1: pb: 11/25/75
Chron/HAZ MAT: Alaska RR
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